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In the 2013-14 financial year the 

advisers— 

•  prepared funding submissions, 

in particular a submission 

to the Commonwealth for 

additional funding for a 

series of projects under 

a collaborative funding 

agreement;

•  ensured compliance with State 

and Commonwealth reporting 

requirements by– 

—  co-ordinating and preparing 

the Commission’s six monthly 

reports against benchmarks 

under the National 

Partnership Agreement;

—  preparing briefings for the 

Director’s attendance at 

National Legal Aid meetings;

•  provided research and advice 

in response to government 

proposals for policy and 

legislative change affecting the 

Commission and its clients, in 

particular in relation to– 

—  oaths given in court;

—  the independent Review of 

the State Records Act 1997;

—   the Child Development Bill 

2013;

—  the Statutes Amendment 

(Attorney-General’s Portfolio) 

Bill 2013;

—  online gambling and children;

—   the Criminal Law 

Consolidation Act 1935;

—   issues arising from the ICAC 

procurement forum;

—  a report on SACAT and 

possible duty lawyer services; 

—   the Youth Justice Forum 

examining current legal 

arrangements for youth in 

custody;

•  responded to reviews, 

inquiries, royal commissions, 

investigations and reports 

impacting on the Commission 

and its clients, including– 

—  the first draft report from 

the Productivity Commission 

Review into Access to 

Justice which also involved 

meeting with members of 

the Productivity Commission 

and assisting staff at the 

hearing of the Productivity 

Commission in Adelaide;

—  the State Review and, as a 

consequence of that work, 

researching the operation 

of Public Defender Offices 

around Australia;

Policy and Research 2013-14

The Policy and Research Unit 

is part of the Directorate and 

provides legal advice and 

short and long-term strategic 

policy analysis to the Director 

and Deputy Director of the 

Legal Services Commission. 

All advisers in the unit are 

legally qualified and have, in 

addition, research and project 

management qualifications, 

skills and experience. 
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—  the proposal to abolish 

Government Boards and 

Committees;

—  the Criminal Justice Sector 

Reform Council project; 

•  analysed and assessed matters on 

the national legal aid agenda as 

proposed by the Commonwealth 

Government, in particular through 

membership of the senior officers 

working group preparing the 

National Legal Aid submission 

to the Productivity Commission 

Review into Access to Justice 

Arrangements;

•  represented the Commission 

on national and local working 

parties, including– 

—  the Access to Justice 

Committee (Law Society);

—  the Bulletin Committee  

(Law Society);

—  SACOSS Policy Council; 

—   the Courts Community 

Reference Group; 

•  assisted in arriving at informed 

decisions influencing the future 

direction of the Commission, 

including strategic planning;

•  engaged in long term project 

delivery, in particular in  

relation to– 

—  the Commission’s move to new 

premises, requiring regular 

liaison with and reporting to all 

staff, working closely with the 

Director and other senior staff, 

working with the architects 

and other external contractors 

and preparing the Commission’s 

mandatory reports to the Public 

Works Committee of the South 

Australian Parliament;

—  the introduction of practitioner 

panels, requiring complex legal 

advice to the Director, drafting 

of application forms, assessing 

new applications, liaising with 

practitioners, establishing 

a database of practitioners 

and establishing a process of 

appeal;

•  ensured statutory and contractual 

obligations were met, including 

in relation to the amendments to 

the Legal Practitioners Act 1981;

•  provided a secretariat for the 

Commission’s board;

•  produced the Commission’s 

Annual Report to Parliament;

•  organised and co-ordinated large 

scale events, in particular–

—  the Commission’s Conference, 

held at the Adelaide Convention 

Centre on 2 May 2014, with an 

adviser from the unit leading 

a team of staff to ensure that 

the conference, with its 13 

sessions, provided an invaluable 

day for Commission staff and 

external legal practitioners 

and professionals to network 

and be updated on family and 

criminal law developments 

from a variety of specialist 

local and interstate speakers.  

The city venue and one day 

format proved successful with 

practitioner registrants and 

staff attendees, while also 

being a productive CPD day;

—  the official opening of the 

Commission’s new city 

premises on 26 September 

by the Chief Justice, Hon 

Christopher Kourakis. Advisers 

from the unit co-ordinated the 

occasion, liaised with senior 

members of the judiciary and 

other distinguished guests, 

prepared speeches, organised a 

traditional welcome to country 

and other tasks;

•  provided legal advice and 

support to the Director through 

attendance at meetings, 

responding to correspondence, 

preparing speeches such as 

the Director’s speech for the 

Australian Justices of the 

Peace national conference and 

researching briefing notes.
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